25 March 1847. — 10 Vict 




B I L L 



To amend and continue an Act of the last Session of 
Parliament for making Provision for the Treatment of 
Poor Persons afflicted with Fever in Ireland. 



[Note.- The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



5 



an Act was passed in the last Session of 
Parliament, intituled, “ An Act to make Provision until 
the First day of September One. thousand eight hundred and Forty- 
seven for the Treatment of Poor Persons afflicted with Fever in Ire- 
land,” and it is expedient to amend and continue the said Act .for a 
further period : 



Preamble : 

9 Vict., c. 6. 



And whereas an Act was passed in the present Session of Parlia- loVict., c. 7, 
ment, intituled, “ An Act for the Temporary Relief of Destitute Persons 
in Ireland,” and certain persons therein mentioned, and therein called 
10 Relief Commissioners, are thereby constituted Commissioners for the 
execution of the said last- mentioned Act, and it is thereby enacted 
that it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to give Sect. a. 
orders for the constitution of a Relief Committee in any one or more 
electoral divisions of a Union formed for the relief of the destitute poor 
! 5 in Ireland, in which it shall appear to him that the said last-mentioned 
Act should be put in force : 



And whereas the provisions of the said recited Act passed in the 
last Session of Parliament can be more effectually carried out by 
Relief Committees appointed under the said recited Act passed in this 
224. A Session 
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1 . 

Recited Act of last 
Session continued. 



2 . 

The Board of Health 
in Ireland may issue 
to the Relief Com- 
sioners, under 10 
Viet., c. 7, a certifi- 
cate of the necessity 
of medical relief in 
certain districts. 



Relief Commis- 
sioners may direct 
Relief Committees 
to provide Fever 
Hospitals and Dis- 
pensaries with medi- 
cines, and all other 
necessaries for the 
care and treatment 
of persons therein ; 



and also medicines 
and nutriment, if 
necessary, for out- 
patients." 



[ 2 ] 

Session of Parliament, in those districts in which such Relief Com- 
mittees shall have been appointed, than by the Board of Guardians 
of any Union for the relief of the destitute poor ; 

1 5 <£ it therefore by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 

Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 5 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT the said recited 
Act of the last Session shall, subject to the amendments hereinafter 
contained, be continued until the First day of November One thousand 
eight hundred and Forty-seven , and from thence until the End of the 10 
then next Session of Parliament, 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners 
of Health in Ireland, -appointed or to be appointed under the said 
recited Act passed in the last Session, from time to time as they shall 
think fit, to transmit a certificate in writing under the hands of any 15 
Two or more of them, to the said Relief Commissioners, certifying 
the necessity of medical relief being afforded to the destitute poor 
affected with fever or other epidemic disease in any electoral division 
or district for which a Relief Committee shall have been constituted 
under the provisions of the said recited Act passed in this Session of 20 
Parliament. 

And be it Enacted, That said Relief Commissioners shall from time 
to time, upon receipt of any such certificate, issue their order in 
writing to the Relief Committee of any electoral division or district 
requiring such Relief Committee to rent, hire or procure a fitting 23 
house, building or rooms, other than' the Workhouse of such Union, 
to be used as a hospital for the purpose of receiving so many poor 
persons affected with fever or any other epidemic disease as the said 
Commissioners of Health may from time to time think necessary, and to 
provide such nourishment, bedding, clothing, medicines, and medical 3 ° 
appliances and other necessaries, as may be requisite for the due care 
and treatment of the poor persons admitted into every such hospital, 
and also such a number of competent nurses and attendants as the 
said Commissioners of Health may think necessary 'for each such hos- 
pital, and also to rent, hire or procure a house, building or robin, ‘to 35 
be used as a dispensary or office for the medical officer of' such Union, 
appointed under the said first-recited Act, and to provide 'Such other 
medicines and medical appliances, including nutriment, if necessary 
for their cure, in cases where the poor persons diseased are destitute, 
as such medical officer may require to be supplied to poor persons 40 
affected as aforesaid who may not be received in any such house, 
building or room, and generally to do or cause to be done all such acts, 

matters 
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matters and things as shall from time to time be necessary for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of the said first-recited Act in 
that behalf; and upon receipt of any such ' order, such Relief Com- 
mittee shall proceed to carry such order into full effect. 

5 And be it Enacted, That all and every the powers and authorities 
vested in any Relief Committee under this Act may be executed by 
any Three or more members of such Relief Committee. 

And be it Enacted, That, subject to the superintendence of the said 
Commissioners of Health, any hospital or dispensary procured as afore- 
10 said by the Relief Committee of any such electoral division or dis- 
trict shall be managed by such Relief Committee, and poor persons 
affected with fever or other epidemic disease shall be admitted into 
such hospital under the authority of such Committee, or by their 
officers duly authorized, and not otherwise ; and the medical officer 
15 appointed under the provisions of the said recited Act of last 
Session shall be the medical officer of the Relief Committee for the 
purposes of the said Act and this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such Relief Committee 
to give all such directions as shall seem to them necessary and expe- 
20 dient for performing all things necessary for preventing the commu- 
nicating of fever or other epidemic disease within their respective 
electoral divisions or districts, and for that purpose to direct that all 
streets, lanes and courts, and all houses and all rooms therein, and all 
yards, gardens or places belonging to such houses, shall be cleansed 
25 and purified, and that all nuisances prejudicial to health shall be re- 
moved therefrom, and that all houses in which any sick person shall 
be or shall have been, shall be ventilated, fumigated and whitewashed, 
the windows and doors thereof opened, and all beds, bedsteads, bed- 
ding and furniture therein be exposed to the air, and be washed and 
30 cleansed,, and if absolutely necessary be burned or destroyed, and all 
other measures which to such Relief Committee shall seem requisite 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which hospitals or other 
places for the reception of poor persons affected with fever or other 
35 infectious or epidemic diseases shall be established in any electoral 
division or district, it shall and may be lawful for the Relief Com- 
mittee, upon the certificate of the medical officer so appointed under 
the said recited Act of the last Session, that any person is infected with 
such fever or other infectious or epidemic disease, and that such per- 
40 son so infected is not under proper medical care, and is not placed 
m such circumstances and under such precautions as may most 
probably tend to prevent the communication of disease, to direct, by 

22 4- a 2 warrant 



4- 

Three members of a 
Relief Committee 
competent to act. 



Hospitals and Dis- 
pensaries to be 
managed by Relief 
Committees. 



6 . 

Powers of Relief 
Committee. 



Note. — This and the 
three following 
clauses are taken 
from the 58 Geo. 3, 
c. 47, sec. 11, 13, 14 
and 16. 



7 - 

Power to remove 
infected persona to 
Hospitals. 
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warrant under their hands and seals, after due inquiry into the circum- 
stances of the case, that such person shall be forthwith removed into 
such hospital, or such other place as shall have been established for the 
reception of such patients, and such infected person shall be removed 
thereto accordingly : Provided always, That the said Relief Committee - 
shall in all cases of such compulsory removal of any person into such 
fever hospital, make a special report thereof to the said Relief Com- 
missioners within Two Days after such removal shall take place. 

8 . 

Penalty on persons And he it Enacted, That if any person shall resist or oppose any 
tionof 1 Ihb ActT™" person employed by or under the orders of the said Relief Committee, 10 
in the execution of the powers of the said Relief Committee under 
this Act, every such person, on being duly convicted thereof before 
any Two Magistrates within their jurisdiction, shall incur such penalty, 
not exceeding Five Pounds, as such Magistrates shall in their discretion 
think proper; and in default of payment, such offender may be com- 
mitted to the common gaol or house of correction for any time not 
exceeding One calendar Month ; and no such conviction shall be 
quashed for informality, nor shall be removed or removable by cer- 
tiorari or otherwise, nor be subject to any appeal whatever. 

General issue may And be it Enacted, That if any action shall be brought against 20 
awardedfo the C ° StS an y suc ^ Relief Committee, or any member of the same, or any 
defendant. person employed by such Relief Committee, in execution of this Act, 

for any thing done in the execution of any of the powers or duties 
by this Act given or required, the defendant may in every such suit 
plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in 55 
evidence, anything in any former Act to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing; and in every case where the plaintiff in such suit shall fail, the 
court in which such suit shall be carried on shall award costs to the 
defendant. 



10 . 

AcUo be payout" f And be it Enacted, That the . necessary expenses incurred by any 30 
funds in the hands of Relief Committee in carrying any order of the said Relief Commis- 

Relief Committees, • ™ . , , , . 

under io Viet., c. 7. sioners into enect, and m the execution of the other purposes of this 
Act, shall be defrayed out of the funds from time to time placed at 
the disposal of such Relief Committee under the provisions of the said 
recited Act passed in this Session of Parliament. 35 



1 1 . 

10 Viet., c. 7. 

Sect. 3 . 



AND whereas by the said recited Act passed in this Session of 
Parliament it is enacted, that no Relief Committee constituted 
under the said Act shall be continued after the First day of No- 
vember id this year, unless for the purpose of settling or closing their 
accounts : And whereas it may be expedient, notwithstanding the said 40 
provision, to continue such Relief Committees solely for the purposes 
of the said recited Act of the last Session and of this Act, for a further 
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period ; BE it therefore Enacted, That in any case in which, previously 
to the First day of November in this year, any Relief Committee as 
aforesaid shall have received any order of the said Relief Commis- 
sioners for executing the provisions of the said recited Act of last 
5 Session in any electoral division or district, such Relief Committee, 
and also the Finance Committee for the Union, shall continue for the 
purposes of the said recited Act of last Session and of this Act, during 
the continuance of this Act, or until the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland shall, by any order to be published 
10 in the “Dublin Gazette,” dissolve such Relief Committee or Finance 
Committee. 

And he it Enacted, That in any case in which any certificate as 
hereinbefore- mentioned shall, after the First day of November in this 
year, be signed and transmitted by the said Commissioners of Health 
15 to the said Relief Commissioners, if any Relief Committee theretofore 
constituted for any electoral division or district mentioned in .such cer- 
tificate shall have expired or been discontinued, it shall be lawful for 
the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors for 
the said last-mentioned purposes only, to revive such Relief Com- 
20 mittee, and also the Finance Committee for the Union, or to consti- 
tute a new Relief Committee for such electoral division or district, 
or a part thereof, and a new Finance Committee for the Union in 
manner in the said recited Act of this Session directed ; or in 
case there shall not have been any such Relief Committee there- 
25 tofore constituted for such electoral division or district, or no such 
Finance Committee, then a Relief Committee shall and may in 
like manner be constituted for such electoral division or district, and 
a Finance Committee for the Union, for such purposes only as last 
aforesaid, and the Relief Commissioners shall issue such order to the 
30 Relief Committee as hereinbefore provided ; and in any of such cases 
in this or the immediately preceding clause mentioned, : every such 
Relief Committee shall make estimates of cthe several matters needed 
for the purposes of the said recited Act of last Session and of this Act, 
and of the expenses of the same, which restimates shall be examined, 
35 revised and amended by -'the Finance Committee, :and shall be sub- 
stituted in lieu of the lists :and estimates ;in the said recited Act of this 
Session directed ; and such Relief Committee shall.-carry into effect 
the purposes of the said recited Act of the last Session and of this Act 
as hereinbefore mentioned; and the costs and expenses of carrying 
40 the same into execution, after the disbursement of the funds in the 
hands of the Finance Committee and Relief Committee on the First 
day of October in this year, shall be paid and provided by the Board 
of Guardians of the Union in like manner as in the said recited Act of 
last Session provided for the expenses incurred for the purposes of 
the said Act. 

224. AND 



After the expiration 
of 10 Viet., c. 7 , 
Relief Committee* 
continued when « 
necessary. 



1 2 . 

In the case of .certi- 
ficates issued by the 
Board of Health 
after the 1st of 
November in this 
year, the provisions 
of the 10 Viet., c. 7 , 
to be extended and 
applied to .such cases. 
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13 - 

Relief committee* AND whereas it is expedient to provide for the proper and decent 
buSrfdeltitat? 6 interment of the deceased destitute persons who shall die of fever or 
jtexwra dying ° f other epidemic disease in any electoral division or district for which 

any Relief Committee shall have been constituted as aforesaid ; BE 
it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Relief Committee to provide .5 
for the proper and decent interment of such destitute persons as may 
die in such electoral division or district as aforesaid of fever or other 
epidemic disease, or while receiving relief, and to defray the charge 
of the same out of the funds which may he at the disposal of such 
Relief Committee for the purposes and under the provisions of the 10 
said recited Act of this Session, or of this Act. 



i 4- 

Tliis Act to be in 
force until the 1st of 
November 1847, and 
to the end of next 
Session. 



And be it Enacted, That this Act shall be in force until the First 
day of November One thousand eight hundred and Forty -seven, and 
from thence until the End of the then next Session of Parliament. 



Act may be amend- 
ed, &c., this Session. 



And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 
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Fever (Ireland). 




